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High Street has been the commercial
and cultural ‘spine’ of the university
neighborhood since before The Ohio
State University opened in 1873. By
the mid-twentieth century, the university
area of High Street was one of three

busiest commercial centers of Columbus.

For various reasons, by the 1970's
High Street began to decline as it lost
its critical mass of retail, services and
entertainment.

MSI was hired by the University and
City to develop a schematic level
plan to improve the pedestrian nature
of High Street (11th to Lane Avenue)
and its relationship to The University,
retail district and the surrounding

neighborhoods.  High Street is the
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historic “front door’ to the University,
The west side, or University side, is
unique in that the buildings are setback
from the sidewalk with broad open lawn
and informally planted high canopy trees
that create an institutional edge. The east
side, or retail/City side, is a typical retail
street complete with narrow sidewalks,
outdated furnishings and limited parking
opportunities.

The plan is have High Street again be
viewed as the symbolic heart of the
district, a vibrant corridor, enjoyed as a
walkable street that invites pedestrians,
and is linked to adjacent neighborhoods
by public spaces that attract people to
enjoy the street as a focus of community
life.

Columbus, Ohio




