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The Nationwide Arena District Master 

Plan provides a development strategy for 

creating a vibrant new downtown district 

from the ground up. Designed around the 

focal point of the Nationwide Arena, the 

district features entertainment, retail, office 

and residential uses on a vacant infill site. 

The Master Plan establishes a network of 

streets and open spaces that create a highly 

successful development district within the 

surrounding urban context. Utilizing this 

framework, the plan lays the foundation 

for an economically viable entertainment 

nucleus including designs for a nightlife 

corridor (Ludlow Alley). Design standards 

for the entire district, including open space 

plazas surrounding the arena, as well as 

streetscapes and structures have been 

developed as part of this plan. Adequate 

parking facilities are designed to minimize 

adverse impacts on the pedestrian 

streetscapes. In addition, the relationship 

between the district and the emerging 

riverfront park system is emphasized 

by Arena Park, a tree-lined triangular 

connection from the riverfront to the heart 

of the Arena District. MSI Design served as 

the primary consultant for this Master Plan, 

which was created in conjunction with 

Sasaki Associates. Awards:  Ohio Chapter 

ASLA Merit Award  •   Columbus PlanIt 

2000 MD Portman Award


